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Federal Elections Commission R

General Counsel's Office a M o

999 E Steeet, NW am & 22

Washington, DC 20486 Czc'?' = _z:

Re: MUR 6446 —?:n = -;f:’:
Dear Sir or Madam: 2 o= 2
x

Please be advised that I have been retained by the Coos Club of Coos Bay, Otegon to
respand to the above-referenced complaint. Enclosed please find a duly executed Statement
of Designation of Counsel form for your records. The following constitutes the response of
the Coos Bay - North Bend Ratary Club. '

RESPONSE

Rotary Intemnational is a non-profit organization organized under section 501 (c)(4)
ofthe Internal Revenue Code. The Coos Bay-North Bend Rotary Club is a member in good
standing organized of Rotary International. As such, the Coos Bay-North Bend Rotary Club
is also a 501 (c)(4) tax exempt organization by virtue of its status as a division of Rotary
International. It is wot a 501 (c)(3) orgenization as alleged by the Campininant. A copy of

the Coas Bay - Nortb Bend Rotary Club’s letier of good standing sewing forth its 501 (c)(4)
status is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorperated herein by this reference.

Organizations that are exempt ftom federal income tax under 501(c)(4) are organized
and operate for the promotion of social welfare, i.e., promoting the common good and
geaeral welfare of the people of the community, and may publicly advocate positions on
publi¢ policy issues consistent with thel not-for-profit purpose.

The Rotary Maumal of Prouudwre at page 24 stutes in relevant pan:
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“It is the duty of Rotarians . . . in their clubs, 10 keep under review political
developmers ih their own comraunities and throughout the world insofhr as they
affeat service 10 their venmicns oG conmunities os well an the parsuit of e Rolary
cbisctiva of wnrld widerstagding and geaga. They mre expectend to eek rolinble
informatian through balanced progrems and discussipns sm thar members cem teach
their own conclusions after a fair, collective examimstian of all issues.” A copy of
this page is attached hereto as Exhibit 2 and incorporated herein.

It is not inconsistent with the purpose of thie Coos Bay-North Bend Rowry Club or the
Rotary Manual of Procedure for a local rotary club to host a meeting for members during
which a currently-serving Regislator provides infonnatios to the memberstiip on topies that
conenm the crxmyzity, such s the ruatus of ewsrent legislative zetivities. ki doing so, s
club deas not advocate tay pmticulae pasition, though ouder tha 581(c)(4) rules, it mny.

Oe or ahowt October 12, 2019), the Coon Bay - North Bend Rotary Club held its
regularly scheduled Tuesday noon meeting.’ Currently-serving U.S. Congressman Peter
DeFazio was a guest at the meeting, during which he provided the members with a general
legislative update, including information on the positive legislative actions that had been
taken on behalf of the community over the past year. His presenition was followed by a
question and answer period, which allowed the mnmbers in dtteydanoe to engage in the type
of discussien enroccsged by tire Romry Manuel, as sct faxix above. The Goteber 12, 2010,
mactiog was not Upen to ine publiv. The Campluimmt is not a neambor of ti Coos Bay -
Nomti Bend Rotary Club and was mot a gusst af a Rocoriait on Ortoher 12, 2610. Tho
A ffidavit of Presictent Jemns Molitca is amcehnd heratn as Exbibit 3 and incorperaied herein
by this reference.

On or about Qctober 18, 2010, the Complainant delivered a letter to the Cops Bay -
North Bend Rotary Club demanding that the club host a debate, advertise the dédate on the
radio, and publish a political letter she had written in the local and regional newspapers.
Complainant’s letter is of record. It was apparent by the Complainant’s letter and her
demeanor thut her tmu purpase was not to express hor grievanes, buro ccerce tirs Coms Bay
- North Bend Rotery Club & prorinte ber oma political opieions. Thin is evidenved by the
Cumploinzat’s reference to “Tho Amarican Esnsprienalism Tour” and Seaa Carpemee’s
efforts an behalf nf Art Robinscn's campaign for Congresuman Pexy DeFazio’s
compressional seat. Coos Bay - Noaxth Bend Rotary Club was approached by Astronzut Scatt
Carpentar about sharing the club’s noon meetimg space and en-hosting a presenation by Mr.
Carpenter. The Coos Bay - North Bend Rotary Club was initizlly agreeable, but later
declined, after leaming of the partisap nature of Mr. Carpenter’s presentation. Clearly,
Complainamt was a supporter of the Robinson campaign.

Fer the ressons set forth herein, the Coos Bay - North Bend Retary Cluh did aa
vielate the Election Regrlations of 501 (c)(3) us it ia not a 501 (c)(3) orgmization. If the
Fedoral Electinn Commissian elecwito sua speate mmosider Complainant’s eilegatiere in light
o the Elention Regulatians of 501(c)(4), the Cooz Bay - Narth Bend Rotary Club did not
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violate the Election Regulations of 501 (c)(4) because the appearance of Congressman Peter
DeFazio during the October 12, 2010, meeting was for the general information of the

members in attendance and was offered in furtherance of the not-for-profit purpose of the
organization, i.e., community hetterment through service and education,

If you have any questions or require firther information, please do not hesitate 1o
contact my office.

KLC/kae
enc.

cc:  James Molitor (w/enc.)
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. ‘ , MANUAL OF PROCEDURE 2007 :

makes contributions to the Foundation a coadition of membership. Any rofec-
encc to such contributions on membership idamificalion cards is not a\‘thp-
rized. (RCP £.050.7)

Rotary and Politics \a

Rl and its member clubs must refrain from issuing partisan political stalements.

Rotariasss are prohibited from adopting statements with a view to exertihg any

corporate prassre on gowamnments ot pulitiest auioritles. Hueeer, it iy the

duty of Reimiacs ) H

1) In tincks clubs, b Newp wmdur rewiew peiitinl develtymeits in thair

cametunisie and liwoughout the world insofar as they affect service to
their vocations and coramunities as well as the pursuit of tha Rotary objec-
tive of world unbrmdi:"!md peace, They are expected to seek reliable
information through balanced progcams and discussions so that bers
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can reach their own conclusions after a fair, collective exarmiaation o"the '

issues
- =.2)- Outside their cJiabs, w be active a3 individuals in as many leyally
tuted geoegs

e and the rpspaet of the ransequent haan rights af
mmm'ﬂ s

Magazine Subscr
Facaaclub in the Jn

zine, (RI8 20.0202)

Each club cumide of e United
as they hald mentecranip, paid subscrikess W 3 Rowary World Ma
(RWMP) publication (either The Rotarian, the ofticial
regional magazine certified by the RI Beard). (RIB 20.
ever, bo excused by the R] Board from camplying with these pr
members are not literate in any af the languages
certificd tegional magazine preseribed for the club. (RIB 20.030.2)

Rotary Regional Maguzines
A Rotony u‘gmd
aspects. B Rolusy putication Shat maess the follassi
certification mnd, apan Rl famrd eyproval, De lin

every flva years:

1) The magazina servas an area »f mone iham one district or country. |
that serve a specificlan-
for grewth in additional

Provisiapal status may be pranted to magaZines
msp tcs?mm‘y in ona district, with potential
stric

2) All aspects for the publication of the magazine must be under the direct

supervision of its editorial committee, which includes a current

ignate, 8 curreit incapityg govess: o desigrte, ths magminTee’s adiwer
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- FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N\W
Washingtoh, DC 20483

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

NAME OF COUNSEL: déAﬂL L. W—

aooress:__C P&, Agg (18

Copa bay 62 91420

TELEPHONE- OFFICE (Pfl ) ZL9~112->
Fax (S ) _24o 91— 1124,

The above-named individual and/or firm Is hereby designated as my counsel and is
authorized to recelve any notifications and other communications from the Commission and

‘to act on my behalf before the Co ssion.
o %& Precideut—

dlnﬂl\gaﬂt <Signature Title(Treasurer/Candidate/Owner)

W%&ﬂ*%
' Lntirnatyon y ead, S/

MAILING ADDRESS:_F©. Bt 1344

(Please Print)

Caes &KOTFQ& Q1420

TELEPHONE- HOME

BUSINESS (S41) 29~ 1123

information s being wwhus rt of an investigation being conducted by the Federal Election Commission and the
confidentiality provisions of 2U.8.C. § 437g(s){12)(A) apply. This section prohibits making public any investigation
mm by the Feders! Elostion Commission without the express written consent of the parson under
investigation

Rev. 2006




